
ENGINEER HEARING AND VISION
40 C.F.R. 240.121



49 CFR 240.121 - VISION

Å20/40 uncorrected in 
each eye, or;

ÅCorrected to 20/40 in 
each eye;

ÅField of vision of 70 
degrees in each eye, 
horizontal meridian;

ÅAbility to recognize and 
distinguish between the 
colors or railroad signals.



49 CFR 240.121 ςVISION TESTING

ÅCannot use yarn or other 
like materials to simulate 
signal colors.

ÅCannot use chromatic 
lenses during an initial 
test.  
ïNot prohibited in second 

testing.

ÅFail first test ςmedical 
examiner can require 
other testing and can 
allow one to certified ςif 
they can safely operate a 
locomotive. Ishihara Plate



49 CFR 240.121 ςVISION

ÅYour member has 20/20 
uncorrected vision in one 
eye, but no vision in the 
other eye.  He wants to 
know if he can be 
certified.

ÅAnswer:  NO.  Not unless 
the medical director 
determines he can safely 
operate an engine.  

ïColeman v. SP 997 F. Supp. 
1197



CHROMATIC LENS

ÅRed contact lens that 
corrects color 
deficiencies.

ÅDoes not work well in 
dimly lit areas.

ÅCannot be used on first 
test for color.

ÅBoard awards hold they 
can be used to correct 
color deficiencies:
ïPLB 6323 Award 72

ïPLB 964 Award 217

ïPLB 1711 Award 2 



49 CFR 240.121 ςHEARING

ÅThe person does not 
have a hearing loss in 
the better ear greater 
than 40 decibels at:

ï500 Hz; 

ï1,000 Hz; 

ïand 2000 Hz.

ÅCorrected or 
uncorrected



49 CFR 240.401 ςAppeal Process

ÅAppeal for a revoked 
license must be made 
within 120 of the RR 
decision.

ÅLocomotive Engineer 
Review Board

ÅAppeal made in 
triplicate to: Docket 
Clerk, Office of Chief 
Counsel, FRA, 1120 
Vermont Ave., NW, 
Washington, D.C. 20590

FRA Building


